
Why Vote?
In the Catholic Tradition, responsible citizenship is a virtue, and participation in political life 
is a moral obligation. "People in every nation enhance the social dimension of their lives by 
acting as committed and responsible citizens" (Evangelii Gaudium, no. 220). The obligation 
to participate in political life is rooted in our baptismal commitment to follow Jesus Christ 
and to bear Christian witness in all we do.

Is my loyalty to Church or Party?
American Catholics have long sought to assimilate into U.S. cultural life. But in assimilating, 
we have too often been digested. We have been changed by our culture too much, and we 
have changed it not enough. (1)

Why Does it Matter?
Christians have a "grave obligation of conscience not to cooperate formally in practices 
which, even if permitted by civil legislation, are contrary to God’s law. [...] This cooperation 
can never be justified either by invoking respect for the freedom of others or by appealing to 
the fact that civil law permits it or requires it“(2)

Want some Issues to Consider?
(3) As far as the Catholic Church is concerned, the principal focus of her interventions in 
the public arena is the protection and promotion of the dignity of the person, and she is 
thereby consciously drawing particular attention to principles which are not negotiable. 
Among these the following emerge clearly today:

a) Protection of life in all its stages, from moment of conception until natural death;
b) Recognition and promotion of the natural structure of the family as a union between 

a man and a woman based on marriage, 
c) The protection of the right of parents to educate their children.

1.) US Bishops’ Statement: Living the Gospel of Life: A Challenge to America Catholics (Nov 1998)
2.) Pope St. John Paul II, Encyclical The Gospel of Life 74
3.) Pope Benedict XVI, Address to European Parliamentary Group, 30 March 2006.
4.) USCCB Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship, No. 13

Putting Your Faith Above the Party Informing your conscience

“We bishops do not intend to tell Catholics for whom or against whom to 
vote. Our purpose is to help Catholics form their consciences in 

accordance with God’s truth. We recognize that the responsibility to make 
choices in political life rests with each individual in light of a properly 

formed conscience ...” (1)

Pray - Pray that God’s grace will help you see the issues as he does.

Confirm Your Values -
• Utilize official church guidance and teaching to inform your conscience.  Such as 

US Bishops’ Statement: Living the Gospel of Life: A Challenge to America Catholics 
(Nov 1998) online Study Guide https://www.priestsforlife.org/gospel/studyguide/index.aspx

Independently Research -
• Utilize tools like the links below, to research your candidates, and capture their 

positions on values most important to you and the church, like the table below.
• https://ivoterguide.com/All-in-State/north-carolina
• https://justfacts.votesmart.org/

Vote! – If you can Vote Early. 
• Absentee ballots start Sept 4th, and in person early voting start Oct 15th. 

1.) A Call to Political Responsibility from the Catholic Bishops of the United States(Feb 2020)
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